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Statement: 
The integration of mechanical ingenuity and fascinating spectacle has been a part of 

Pittsburgh’s culture since the introduction of George Ferris’ amazing contraption, the Ferris Wheel. 
Indeed, there is a reason why each trolley line led to Luna Park. Pittsburgh was a city where the steel 
workers, ketchup makers, inventors, and doctors could forget their occupations and become solely 
amusement seekers.  Today, Pittsburgh remains a city of amusement seekers as evidenced by 
Kennywood’s popularity. The pastime is timeless. 

The Luna Park Project wants to revive the sense of wonder experienced by Pittsburghers at the 
gates of Frederick Ingersoll’s famous park, a wonder that can be felt regardless of race, class, or 
socio-economic status. As a cross-disciplinary collaboration, The Luna Park Project seeks to exhume 
Pittsburgh’s past in order to reinvigorate the wonder within all Pittsburghers. The foundation of The 
Sprout Fund’s Seed is to foster a sense of community within Pittsburgh. The Luna Park Project and 
The Sprout Fund share this mission. 

 

Focus:  
As children, everything is new. A train, an insect, or a simple rock can propel a child’s mind 

on a rollercoaster of thoughts. As adults, the world becomes more familiar. We see the same thing 
each day and it no longer feels wonderful. In the early 1900s, trolley parks introduced fantastical 
amusements that enlivened this childhood excitement in adults. The focus of The Luna Park Project is 
to recapture this sense of wonder by providing Pittsburghers with a new lens to view our city with: a 
city of lost wonder. Baum Boulevard becomes home of the thrilling shoot-the-chutes. North Craig 
the racetrack of Mademoiselle Novi and her triple-somersaulting automobile. And Centre Avenue is 
transformed into the unbelievable baby incubation exhibit. 

 
Inspiration and Uniqueness: 

Co-director of the project, Zach Dorn, has spent the year working with Carnegie Science 
Center’s Miniature Railroad and Village as a model builder and presenter. The miniature model of 
the gateway to Luna Park elicits a surprise from passersby – most Pittsburghers are shocked to hear 
about Luna Park’s existence, especially at such a central location. These responses planted the seeds 
for the project’s conception. 

The Luna Park Project is not simply an excavation into the history of Ingersoll’s trolley park. It 
is an interactive installation and gallery, as well as a theatrical performance that aims to make visitors 
feel the same way one felt during their first voyage to Luna Park in 1905. The project is unique in its 
use of theatrical spectacle, as well as it delivery of academic information. Innovative methods of 
performance will be utilized, such as puppetry and live projection. The gallery itself will be an 
example of amusement, with interactive artifacts and a total transformation of the space. 

 
Audience Engagement: 

The target audience of the project is the amusement-seekers of today. In particular, these are 
Pittsburghers who grew up having a relationship with Kennywood. As the sister park of Luna Park, 
Kennywood still stands as a reminder of the wonder that Frederick Ingersoll created within 
Pittsburghers (Ingersoll invented the original Racer Rollercoaster). This target audience has informed 
the approach to the gallery and performance. As thrill seekers ourselves, we understand that going 
on a rollercoaster is different from attending a play or gallery opening. With this in mind, the 
performance and gallery will rely on the same spectacles utilized in amusement theatrics, such as 
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magic, puppetry, automation, and fast paced storytelling. But this fantastical spectacle does not 
forget those hungry for knowledge. With an intensive collaboration with historians, librarians, and 
artists, The Luna Park Project is filled with academic information. The online exhibit will allow visitors 
to read the facts about Luna Park after they have left the exhibit, therefore continuing the 
experience and adding another level of audience participation. In this way audience members can 
engage with a performance, installation, and online exhibit as amusement, academia, or both. 

During the Industrial Revolution, trolley parks were established due to growth of the middle 
class. With economic prosperity that stretched across Pittsburgh, Luna Park was an escape for the 
everyman. Today, with the shrinking of the middle class, the original Luna Park can now be viewed 
as a palace for the 99 percent. The project can still provide an escape the same way the original Luna 
Park did. The story told through the project follows Frederick Ingersoll’s footprints in Pittsburgh 
that stretches through Oakland, Squirrel Hill, Homestead, and Downtown.  Each of these 
neighborhoods provides a chapter to his remarkable story, and makes up the foundation for Luna 
Park. 

 
Implementation: 

The Luna Park Project begins with vigorous research compiled through historians, oral 
histories, photographs, newspaper archives, and published information. The project leaders will 
scour Pittsburgh and beyond. Once this foundation is in place, the creative process begins. The 
playwright, puppeteer, engineer, and other artists will reinterpret the facts to develop The Luna Park 
Project. The project is composed of an installation, or The Luna Park Gallery, and a life performance, 
or The Luna Park Spectacle. The Luna Park Gallery features handmade interactive artifacts inspired by 
Frederick Ingersoll and Luna Park, including a miniature replica of Luna Park. The Luna Park 
Spectacle is a 90-minute multi-media performance that includes puppetry, live video projection, and 
traditional storytelling techniques. Public art will be used to generate participation throughout the 
city. This includes a projection of footage from Luna Park at its original location in the Oakland 
neighborhood. Following this approach, Zach Dorn and Murphi Cook prepare The Luna Park 
Project’s gallery opening and premiere, as Paul Zurros and Annie Peterson develop the online 
exhibit and lecture series. 

The primary challenge for this project is engaging an audience that does not typically go to 
theater events.  However, this audience does seek amusements. With this in mind, the project will be 
framed like a visit to Kennywood. Nothing in the gallery will feel off-limits, and homespun theatrics 
will be utilized to engage any sensibility. The museum will provide a visitor experience that mirrors a 
funhouse, or a trip through Noah’s Ark at Kennywood. Any visit to the gallery becomes a fantastical 
theatric event. 

 
Marketing and Promotion 

To develop a community presence, The Luna Park Project plans to develop public art 
spectacles, such as the projected footage of the trolley park at its original location.  Frequently, art 
events lose a segment of their audience by only advertising in coffee shops, museums, and 
independent businesses. Many of those in our target audience may not visit these establishments. We 
will seek out untraditional avenues to advertise our events, such as Giant Eagle and community 
centers. This strategy will also include advertisements aimed at the specific neighborhoods featured 
in the project. The Society for the Advancement of Miniature Curiosa mailing list will be notifed through 
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physical advertisments. Members of The Brewhouse Association, Puppet Happening, Carnegie 
Mellon School of Drama, and The Henson Foundation will receive an e-blast. 

Because the project crosses art and history, we can also promote and advertise our project in 
historical settings like the Heinz Center and artistic venues such as the Mattress Factory and 
Carnegie museums. The marketing will also utilize the methods of modern amusements. For 
example, we will build awareness online through the use of thrilling webisodes and atmospheric 
videos that will build excitement as the featured events grow nearer. We will also create a Twitter 
account that will deliver a lost fact about Pittsburgh’s Luna Park until the commencement of the 
project. 

 
Community Connections: 

Pittsburgh is a city steeped in history. Whether it’s her monuments of the early Pittsburgh 
Pirates, the towering statue of Mr. Rogers, or the steel bridges named after Andy Warhol and 
Roberto Clemente, Pittsburgh memorializes her past. Like home plate resting in its original location 
in Oakland, The Luna Park Project wants to preserve the history of one of Pittsburgh’s original trolley 
parks and its maker. Many museums retrace the history of Pittsburgh, but The Luna Park Project 
engages its patrons in a different way. Instead of delivering information, it presents a spectacle and 
experience that aims to be unforgettable. Furthermore, The Downtown Partnership seeks to 
revitalize downtown, in particular during the evening. This project will aid in this goal by bringing 
Pittsburghers from a diverse array of neighborhoods into the heart of the city. 

 
Goals, Outcomes, and Measure of Success: 

Project Luna Park has three primary goals: to resuscitate the sense of wonderment exuded 
by the original Luna Park, to engage a target audience that does not frequent theatrical and artistic 
events, and to develop a new method of revisiting history. The project’s desired outcome is to put 
Luna Park back into the cultural consciousness of Pittsburgh, similar to the ever-present Forbes 
Field, or the spirit of Mr. Warhol. It also hopes to restore the sense of wonder in the 
neighborhoods of Pittsburgh, where Frederick Ingersoll once traversed. 

The success of the project can be measured through audience turnout, gallery attendance, 
and website traffic. Also, printed surveys will be available after performances and within the gallery 
in order to accurately identify audience response and demographics. A key mark of success is 
positive reactions from visitors who have not visited a gallery or went to a theater event within the 
last 6 months. 

 
Leadership and Experience 

The primary leaders of the project are Murphi Cook, Zach Dorn, Paul Spirito, Paul Zurros, 
and Annie Peterson. Playwright Murphi Cook will develop the theatrical narrative for The Luna Park 
Project Spectacle, as well as lead the progress and execution of the project in its entirety. She is 
currently an MFA candidate in Dramatic Writing at Carnegie Mellon University, and has experience 
developing original work that connects the past with the present through the lens of the fantastic. 

Puppeteer and theater director Zach Dorn will direct and design The Luna Park Spectacle and 
help implement The Luna Park Gallery. He has directed original puppet shows with The Connecticut 
Repertory Theater, designed puppets for large-scale musicals in South Korea, and has recently 
worked as an installation artist with The Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh. In 2010 he acted as 
curator for the exhibition Frank and Elizabeth Haines: An American Puppet Company, compiling the first 
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historical collection of texts and photographs documenting Frank and Elizabeth Haines' careers as 
puppeteers. Toy inventory and engineer Paul Spirito will create original interactive artifacts for the 
gallery space. Profound love of machines and the parts that make them go, along with his obsession 
with the people of the industrial age are the driving forces behind much of his work. Paul attempts 
to push puppetry forward by infusing traditional forms and techniques with 21st century materials 
and processes. 

Annie Peterson and Paul Zurros will act as the research team for the project by compiling an 
extensive collection of articles, artifacts, and photographs on the life of Pittsburgh’s Luna Park and 
the personalities that inhabited it. At the end of the project, they will also assist in the development 
of an online exhibit and original books to accompany the project. Paul Zurros is presently pursuing 
his master’s degree in town history at Duquesne University. He is an expert on Pittsburgh history, 
and acts as a consultant for the Historical Exhibits department at The Carnegie Science Center. 
Annie Peterson is currently the IMLS Preservation Administration Fellow at Yale University. She 
graduated from the University of Illinois with her Master of Science, Library and Information 
Science. 

Each leader is part of the process to reinvigorate Downtown Pittsburgh. Also, the project 
will engage with the community through a lecture series. Each leader will have a personal interaction 
with the audience, whether through the interactive exhibits inside the gallery, or by answering 
questions regarding the history of Luna Park through email or Q&A sessions. 

The Society for the Advancement of Miniature Curiosa is part of the Pittsburgh Downtown 
Partnership’s Project Pop-Up program. Its mission is to exalt the extraordinary and enliven the 
mundane through the use of miniature spectacles, fantastical narratives, and unexpected 
performances. It seeks to spark a resurgence of curiosity and wonderment in Downtown Pittsburgh. 
If funding for The Luna Park Project is secured, the project will help engage The Society with 
Pittsburghers on a community level. The organization is not a for-profit institute and currently 
operates with a non-profit strategy, although it is not an official 501c. The funding provided from 
the Pittsburgh Downtown Partnership covers operational expenses, the construction of its first 
gallery show, and small-scale featured performances. It does not meet the financial requirements of 
The Luna Park Project. 

The Society for the Advancement of Miniature Curiosa aims to engage an audience that does 
not typically attend theatre and art related events. The Luna Park Project offers this opportunity by 
developing an event that caters to amusement seekers, historians, and the neighborhoods of 
Pittsburgh that have a connection to Luna Park and its founder. Furthermore, this project will help 
generate the sense of wonderment and fascination with Pittsburgh that the Society strives to create. 

 
Funding and Other Sources: 

To dedicate the required amount of time and resources to The Luna Park Project, it will take 
the full level of support from The Sprout Fund. The funding will provide the materials for the 
gallery installation, performance, advertisements, website, and artist honorarium. While The Sprout 
Fund will catalyze the project, other funding opportunities will be sought through grass roots 
donation strategies, such as Kickstarter. Given the mobility of The Luna Park Spectacle and 
permanence of the virtual exhibit, The Luna Park Project can easily have a life beyond the initial 
launch supported by The Sprout Fund. This sustainability will be sought through income generated 
within The Society’s visitor donations and by reaching out to Pittsburgh based historical and 
performance foundations.



	  

	  

	  


